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Abstract 

The literacy level in Indonesia is still low, namely ranking 62nd out of 70 countries with an 
average literacy score of 397 compared to developed countries of 493. This is proven by the low 

reading interest of students in schools in Indonesia. The research methodology used qualitative 

with a sample of 43 students from a population of 110. From the research results, it was found 
that student’s interest in reading at SMAN 19 Tebo was still low. For this reason, it is necessary 

to develop a method that can increase student’s interest in reading at the high school level, 
especially at SMAN 19 Tebo. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Interest in reading is one of the factors 

that can increase an individual’s ability to face 
the challenges of the Industrial Revolution 4.0. 

By reading, individuals can obtain new 
information and knowledge that can be used to 

understand and overcome the various 
challenges they face (Widiana et al., 2023; 

Wang et al., 2023; Link et al., 2021; Wang et 

al., 2018; Zhao et al., 2018; Boerma et al., 
2018).  

In theory, it is proven that interest in 
reading can improve problem-solving and 

critical-thinking skills (Yulian, 2021; 

Mohammadi et al., 2020; Ng et al., 2021; 
Öztürk et al., 2019; Li et al., 2022; Mohseni et 

al., 2020; Holbert, 2019). These two skills are 
provisions for individuals to face the era of the 

Industrial Revolution 4.0.  

However, in reality, as time goes by and 
the industrial revolution, students’ interest in 

reading books is getting lower. Internal and 
external factors can cause students’ low interest 

in reading (Hebbecker et al., 2019; Toste et al., 

2020; Kanonire et al., 2020; Ives et al., 2022; 

Miyamoto, 2023; Locher et al., 2019; Hall et al., 
2024). These external factors have several 

elements, namely, firstly, family and community 
environmental factors, secondly, school 

assignment factors, and thirdly, facilities and 
infrastructure factors.  

To overcome the problems above, there are 

several solutions that we can do, including 
schools can increase students’ interest in reading 

by creating methods that involve these three 
factors. This can be built through habituation, 

which can be carried out using 3 positive 

cultures, the first thing we can do is give rewards 
and punishments to students. Second, teachers 

should provide assignments that encourage 
students to utilize literacy materials in the library. 

Third, by preparing a library that is comfortable 

and easy to reach for students.  
However, as time goes by, students rarely 

visit libraries for various reasons, including 
feeling lazy about dealing with the manual library 
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bureaucracy of having to queue and carry loan 
cards and being lazy about carrying heavy 

books. To get around this, the school is trying 
to provide a digital library to further optimize 

learning resource services to students.  

Libraries as part of schools are very 
important in supporting lifelong learning 

programs. One of the library’s tasks is to 
provide education and information to users or 

visitors (Winata et al., 2021; Martzoukou, 

2021; Mubofu, 2023; Chang, 2019; Radfar et 
al., 2020; Inskip, 2023; Tsabedze, 2020; Clarke 

et al., 2023; Tsabedze, 2021). One of the 
activities that libraries can carry out in 

educational activities is as a means of 

information literacy (Julien et al., 2018; 
Aharony et al., 2020; Ramgadwala, 2024; Ali et 

al., 2023; Son, 2024; Witt, 2024; Keshavarz, 
2021).  

Furthermore, in the context of libraries 

and information, information literacy is 
associated with the ability to access and utilize 

correctly the amount of information on the 
internet (Amram et al., 2021; Zhu et al., 2021; 

Widén et al., 2023; Wann et al., 2024; Wang et 

al., 2024; Teague, 2019; Tsunekage et al., 
2019). For this reason, what users, especially 

school library users, need to pay attention to 
when utilizing internet technology is the skill of 

searching for information and knowing 

effective and efficient search strategies (Wyatt 
et al., 2018; Loh et al., 2021; Allard et al., 2020; 

Wema, 2024; Lo et al., 2019; Tajedini et al., 
2020; Arpan et al., 2018; Tu-Keefner et al., 

2020; Cordero et al., 2020).  

From time to time, libraries have 
developed according to the times and the needs 

of their users. The library paradigm allows 
libraries to transform into digital libraries with 

the ability to access information more quickly 

and accurately to current human needs. 
Students are increasingly critical and want to 

access information precisely, accurately, and of 
course more efficiently and effectively because 

they do not have to queue to go to the library to 
borrow heavy books and with limited library 

service time. For this reason, a digital library 

system needs to be implemented.  
Where this digital library is an ICT-based 

information provider library that provides 
services and collections in digital form and 

is accessed using the internet network (Akinola, 

2022; Alzahrani et al., 2019; Aboelmaged et al., 

2024). Digital libraries as organizations that 
provide information sources, including staff with 

special expertise to select, compile, interpret, 
provide intellectual access, distribute, preserve, 

and guarantee the existence of collections of 

digital works over time so that these collections 
can be used by certain communities or selected 

communities economically and easily (Xie et al., 
2021; Huang et al., 2019; Ruthven et al., 2023).  

Collections in digital form are considered 

easy to store and make it easier for readers to 
access them via smartphone devices without any 

distance or time restrictions. The main aim is to 
provide access to all users of information, which 

of course is oriented toward delivering and 

disseminating information quickly, accurately, 
and reliably.  

Digital libraries have various requirements, 
such as 1) storage and access are carried out 

electronically, 2) quality is guaranteed about the 

authority, stability, and legal certainty of the 
contents, 3) access and ownership are organized 

well, 4) intended for users, 5) financially 
organized, 6) good navigation facilities, effective 

search, and no duplication, 7) individual property 

rights are guaranteed and no violations occur by 
staff or users, 8) tracking facilities are available, 

control, and payment information, and 9) 
intervention facilities are available for help and 

management purposes (Winarko, 2009).  

In a digital library, various features will 
make it easier for users to find the information 

they need. In its use, digital libraries have more 
advantages than conventional libraries, such as 

long-distance service, accessible, cost-effective 

(cheap), prevent plagiarism, and global 
publication (Subrata, 2009). The use of 

smartphones, which is now inseparable from 
everyday life, has forced libraries to release the 

latest innovations so that their users do not leave 

them behind.  
Currently, many libraries are creating 

digital libraries to support their physical libraries. 
Some of these digital libraries use websites as 

their base, and some use mobile bases using 
operating systems such as smartphones. To 

optimize visits to digital libraries, it is necessary 

to implement an effective method to increase 
students’ interest in accessing and reading books 

in digital libraries.  
Thus, it is necessary to apply the SABU-

SABU (one book one month) method through 

digital libraries, namely a method that requires all 
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students to read at least one book a month. In 
this method, students who meet the criteria will 

be given an award (reward) and students who 
do not reach the target of one book per month 

will be given a penalty (punishment). This aims 

to make students more motivated to improve 
their reading skills.  

Assessment of students is carried out by 
requiring students to make a resume from the 

books they read. The more resumes they collect 

the more reading books they have completed. 
From here we can assess students' reading 

achievement. Students who do not submit a 
monthly reading resume will be given a 

warning and sanctions. The sanctions given are 

in the form of reading assignments and 
additional reading time outside of study hours 

or during class meetings. 
 

METHOD 

The method used in this research was 
qualitative analysis. The research was 

implemented at SMA Negeri 19 Tebo located 
in Tirta Kencana Village, Rimbo Bujang 

District, Tebo Regency, Jambi Province, 

Indonesia. The research population was 110 
students in classes X, XI, and XII majoring in 

Mathematics and Natural Sciences and Social 
Sciences for the 2023/2024 academic year.  The 

number of research samples was 43 students 

obtained using probability sampling 
techniques.  

The data collection method used a 
questionnaire that was distributed to the 

sample. The data analysis technique used 

quantitative-descriptive. The needs for 
developing the SABU-SABU method to 

increase student’s interest in reading at SMA 
Negeri 19 Tebo through a digital library which 

consists of 21 questions with 3 main indicators, 

namely, interest in reading, need for the SABU-
SABU method through a digital library and 

perception about reading interest with 5 
alternative assessments in the form of Strongly 

Agree, Agree, Undecided, Disagree, and 
Strongly Disagree. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Based on the results of data collection, it 

was found that student’s interest in reading (in 
general) was still low, the culture of reading 

books was increasingly being abandoned, and 

with changing media digital, it is necessary to 

apply an effective method to increase student’s 
reading interest through digital platforms. This 

was shown by the great interest of students in 
finding answers to questions and problems 

through digital platforms. From the results of the 

questionnaire, it was found that the percentage 
was 93% sample preferred to find solutions to 

problems on the internet rather than reading 
books manually.  

Student’s interest in reading was low. On 

the other hand, they realize that books are a 
window to knowledge. So, by reading diligently 

they will gain knowledge and experience. That 
was indicated by the large percentage of student’s 

reading perception of 82%. After analyzing the 

tabulated data results, recommended a method 
that can increase student’s reading interest 

through digital libraries.  
The results of students filling out a 

questionnaire analyzing the needs for developing 

the SABU-SABU method to increase student’s 
interest in reading at SMA Negeri 19 Tebo 

through a digital library are seen in Figure 1. 
 

 
Figure 1 Results of Needs Analysis 

Figure 1 showed the indicators of reading 

interest in general, the result was that student’s 
reading interest was still low at 63.8%, so it needs 

to be increased further. This phenomenon was 
also supported by previous research that showed 

statistical data from UNESCO, out of a total of 

61 countries, Indonesia was ranked 60th with a 
low literacy level with the last rank filled by 

Botswana and Thailand at rank 59, meanwhile, 
Finland was ranked first with a high literacy rate, 

almost reaching 100% (Witanto, 2018).  

This data clearly showed that the high level 
of interest in reading in Indonesia is still far 

behind Singapore and Malaysia. For this reason, 
there needs to be a maximum effort from 

educators and the government to increase 

student’s interest in reading in particular and in 
Indonesian society in general. 
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In the indicator of interest in reading, the 
results also showed that parental 

encouragement for students to get into the habit 
of reading was still low even though parents 

should be the role models for children in the 

family. Therefore, the role of parents in 
teaching reading habits is important to improve 

children's literacy skills.  
Second, access to educational facilities is 

not evenly distributed and the quality of 

educational facilities is minimal. It is a fact that 
we still see many children dropping out of 

school, educational facilities that do not support 
teaching and learning activities, and long 

bureaucratic chains in the world of education. 

This is what indirectly hinders the development 
of literacy quality in Indonesia. 

Student’s low interest in reading is 
closely related to the level of education in the 

country. According to the Republic of 

Indonesia Law Number 43 of 2007 concerning 
libraries, the culture of a love of reading is 

carried out through families, educational units, 
and communities with cooperation between the 

government in efforts to increase interest in 

reading, where the government acts as the main 
responsible party and librarians carry out 

optimal performance. (www.perpusnas.go.id). 
The School Literacy Movement is an 

activity created by the government to raise the 

spirit of literacy in schools, especially schools 
in villages. However, there may be obstacles 

that schools must face, namely obstacles 
regarding the funds that must be prepared. 

Insufficient funds cause the school to limit the 

facilities and infrastructure used for this 
program.  

The school has a very important role in 
facilitating the development of student literacy 

to make the School Literacy Movement 

program a success (Agustin & Cahyono, 2017). 
This showed that increasing student’s interest 

in reading was a shared responsibility between 
teachers, society, and the government. 

The second indicator was the needs for 
methods to increase interest in reading. The 

researcher intends to introduce a new method, 

namely a method that requires students to read 
one book a month, called SABU-SABU. The 

use of this term was expected to attract 
student’s attention by arousing curiosity to find 

out more about the aims and objectives of this 

method. This method was developed using a 

digital library to make it easier for readers to 
access literacy sources.  

As we all know, our young generation now 
prefers to carry smartphones everywhere rather 

than having to carry books which are heavy, 

inconvenient, and require quite a lot of time and 
energy-consuming administration to visit the 

library manually. This was supported by the 
results of a questionnaire which showed that 

students prefer to seek information from the 

internet rather than books, with a percentage 
more than 78%. For this reason, the SABU-

SABU method needs to be applied to increase 
student’s interest in reading at SMA Negeri 19 

Tebo. 

The third indicator, namely regarding 
perceived interest in reading, this indicator has a 

high percentage, at 82%, which showed quite 
high awareness of the benefits of reading even 

though students themselves have low interest in 

reading. This was proven by the results of the 
questionnaire instrument on the question which 

states that reading will open up my thinking 
discourse, the results showed a high figure, at 

87.4%.  

From this, we can understand that even 
though student’s interest in reading was 

relatively low, students have the awareness that 
reading will increase their knowledge. For this 

reason, what we need to do is create an effective 

and fun method to increase student’s reading 
interest. We can do this by implementing the 

SABU-SABU method through digital libraries. 
 

CONCLUSION 

According to the results and discussion, it 
was concluded that student’s interest in reading 

at SMA Negeri 19 Tebo was still low, as well as 
motivation from parents was still low. However, 

the perception of student’s reading interest was 

high. This showed that it is necessary to take 
action or action to increase student’s reading 

interest. For this reason, it is necessary to apply 
an appropriate and effective method that can 

increase reading interest in the form of the 
SABU-SABU method. This method will 

motivate students to increase their interest in 

reading because there exists reward and 
punishment in its application. The SABU-SABU 

method through digital libraries is considered to 
be very necessary for its implementation because 

today’s students prefer to search for information 

from the internet rather than through manual 
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books. Students also prefer to access 
information from their own devices because it 

is more effective compared to having to borrow 
books from the library with a series of 

administration that must be completed. 

Borrowing books on a digital platform is 
considered simpler than borrowing books 

manually at the library. 
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